
FUN,
CHALLENGE &
ADVENTURE
GILLINGHAM SCOUTS 
HAVE IT ALL!
Annual Review for 2015/2016.

SCOUT ACTIVE 
SUPPORT
Gillingham Scout Active Support has 
continued to support the district at many 
events such as District Presentations, 
St George’s Day and Remembrance Day, 
as well as supporting Groups at section 
meetings including the 17th Beavers 
(pictured below). A number of members 
also hold appointments within the district 
providing key support in the running of 
the district. 
Members 
hold regular 
meetings every 
other month, 
a BBQ in the 
summer, 
walks and 
social events 
throughout 
the year. 

gillinghamscouts.org.uk

It’s been very busy over the past year, what with the official HQ reboot last summer, challenging the SAS to a bat and trap tournament (We won!.. Just) it was heating up on the pitch, a few of network’s own ciders eased the tension between the two sides. We hope to see a district team this year. Members have been camping at Matts Hill and Buckmore Park; there have been a lot of camping trips and a lot of marshmallows 
consumed. Network members have supported the District and other 
Groups like the 11th Fireworks night and St Georges Day. We were invited to the SAS games night, where we partook in old games we youngsters had never seen before! Any one up for a game of shove ha’penny??

ACTIVITIES
Gillingham Scouts Activities has continued 
to support section meetings, camps and 
events within Gillingham District and 
further afield.

Archery and rifle shooting equipment was 
used at the Kent County Scouts Master 
at Arms day. Mini-zorbs, rifle shooting, 
power risers, Robsteps and the bungee 
run were used to support Royal Tunbridge 
Wells District St. Georges Day event at 
Adamswell campsite and mini-zorbs and 
pedal cars have been used at events at 
Lower Grange Farm and Buckmore Park.
The new wooden caving system has been 
used by several groups 
in Gillingham during 
section meetings and 
has been also been 
used by 1st Ruckinge 
and Hamstreet Scout 
Group and beavers 
from Canterbury.

The summer season 
sees a few more 
bookings in the 
calendar and income generated from the 
use of activity equipment is generating a 
good income to support purchase of new 
equipment and maintenance of existing 
activities.

Ideas for new activities are always 
welcome. Just speak to ‘H’; call 07581 580 
536 or email activities@gillinghamscouts.
org.uk

EXPLORERS have come together for 

many activities including:

• In July Octane unit attended Gilwell24. 

• Explorers attended the World Scout 

Jamboree in Japan and had a life 

changing experience with Scouts from all 

over the world .

• Various units did DofE expeditions for 

bronze and silver. 

• Paintball day in November when 

Explorers had a great day of serious fun 

with a paintball gun. However, Ash who 

was the leader in charge from Agathoid 

learnt a lesson not to let the Explorers 

shoot him and act as a standing target! 

• Evening in November at Lower Grange 

Farm included climbing, shooting and 

archery.

• Explorer evening skiing, snowboarding, 

tobogganing and snowtubing. 

• District Explorer party evening in 

January to celebrate George’s big 

birthday! 

• District camp at Lower Grange Farm 

DofE silver expeditions and lots of 

activities during half term.

•The Explorer Young Leaders have been a 

great help as young leaders at a number 

of events including district swim nights.
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BEAVER SCOUTING has turned 

the big 3 - 0 this year, and 

colonies have all taken delivery of 

the county birthday badge.

Beavers from colonies around 

the district attended the Gilwell 

Funday in June last year as a joint 

event with the Cubs. This was well 

attended and young people from 

both sections seemed to enjoy the 

day (even if the weather wasn’t 

especially warm!). Highlights 

included the caving and zip lines.

There was a fantastic Christmas 

party at Kidszone, where 65 

Beavers spent a few hours running 

themselves (and the leaders!) 

ragged, and even got a visit and 

gift from Father Christmas!

In March, a cinema afternoon 

was held when 70 Beavers sang 

and danced their way through 

Bugsy Malone, and ate their body 

weight in popcorn!

Still to come this year is our 30th 

Birthday party at Fort Amherst 

and a sleepover planned for 

October to look forward to.

Thanks to all the Leaders who 

support the district events and 

help organise the fab activities 

that we manage to put on for 

the Beavers across Gillingham. 

It wouldn’t 

be possible 

without you.

As well as the 

district events 

Beaver Colonies 

have organised 

many of their 

own activities 

throughout 

the year including themed 

sleepovers, birthday parties, disco 

party, beachcombing, visit from 

paramedics, attending chinese 

new year parade, kite flying, fire 

station and airport visits.

GILLINGHAM CUBS along 
with the rest of the UK are 
commemorating one hundred 
years of the Cub Scout section 
during 2016.

A Centenary Camp was held at 
Bexon Lane Campsite over the 
May Bank Holiday weekend with 
Cubs enjoying many activities 
including water activities at Mote 
Park.

Later in the year a Birthday Party 
and Promise Renewal will take 
place when it is hoped Cubs from 
every Group in the district will 
participate.

A special Cubs100 
commemorative 
badge is 
available for 
Cubs to wear 
on their uniform 
during 2016.

Apart from the 
centenary events this year the 
section has held other events 
during the year

In 2015 Cubs took part in the 
Gilwell Fundays with the 
Beaver Section and had a great 
day out. There was a visit to 
Herstmonceux Observatory 
in October, where the cubs got 
their Astronomer’s badge and in 
January cubs enjoyed a day at the 
Science Museum in London. 

A Sixers and Seconders Day 
was held when sixers and 
seconders from across the district 
came together for an afternoon 
in January. They were tasked 
with building a tower out of 
newspaper, making some ballistas 
out of lollipop sticks and elastic 
bands and pitching some tents. 

 

QUEEN’S SCOUTS
Scott Wiseman (22nd Gillingham), 
pictured on the left, and Josh Wood 
(1st Gillingham) both achieved their 
Queen’s Scout Awards during the 
past year and attended the Annual 
St George’s Day Parade held at 
Windsor in April.

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS

THE SCOUT SECTION has held a number of events over the past year including:

Heatwave 2015  In August 2015 Gillingham Scouts went away for a week to Morfa Bay Adventure in South Wales. Over the week 
the Scouts took part in fifteen fun activities including Coasteering, 
Caving, Cycling, Water activities. 
Halloween Camp  Lots gathered for a spooky weekend of fun and adventure at Hopehill Campsite. 
Circus Skills Day  In February 20 Scouts from across the district took the day to learn what you have to do when you’re in the circus. Many different techniques and skills were learned from balancing feathers, devil sticks, tight rope walking, 

unicycles and miniature stunt bikes! All had a great day learning from the best clown in town!
Midnight Ice Skate  Many groups came along for Midnight Ice skating at the Ice Bowl in April and were joined by others from across the county with 200 scouts invading the ice for the night.  

Raft Race and Water Activities Day  Nearly 70 Scouts and Explorers gathered at the Arethusa Basin by St Mary’s Island for the 2016 District Raft Race and Water Activities Day. Everyone had the opportunity to try bell-boating, canoeing and rafting. 9 teams took part in the raft race which was won by the Air Scouts from the 20th Gillingham. Everyone ended up thoroughly soaked, 
fortunately, this was from swimming rather than collapsed rafts!


